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President’s Report

Hello everyone!

Just a couple of short months and our 17th North American Crane Workshop will be here! I’'m looking for-
ward to seeing you there. We’ve received some great abstracts and can’t wait to hear more about all the
work you all are doing with cranes around North America.

The theme of our upcoming workshop is “Back to the Bay: Celebrating Cranes and the Unique Ecology of the
Gulf Coast”. This will be the first workshop on the Texas Gulf Coast since 1978! It will be a treat to gather in
Rockport and see Whooping Cranes at their winter home at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). We will
host a welcome social on Monday 7 December, followed by two days of presentations, and a field trip on
Thursday 10 December. We will also celebrate at our banquet and review the past few years and highlight
recipients of awards at our members’ meeting. Our field trip will be to Aransas NWR to hear about habitat
restoration, and a boat ride on the Skimmer, to see Whooping Cranes in the salt marsh. You can still register
and find out more information about the workshop on our website (nacwg.org). If you, or someone you
know, may be interested in being a sponsor of the event, please reach out to Antonio Cantu
(antonio.cantu@sulross.edu) for more information.

| would like to extend my gratitude to members of the North American Crane Working Group Board for their
efforts in coordinating our upcoming workshop, as well as Matti Prukop, Carter Crouch, and Katie Fernald of
the International Crane Foundation, for their work on the Local Host Committee. A special thank you to Matti
for planning so much of what we will get to enjoy in Texas this coming December!

As always, the Board of Directors welcomes your input on the North American Crane Working Group. If there
is something we can do to better connect or serve you, please let us know.

Take care,
Hillary Thompson

President, North American Crane Working Group
International Crane Foundation, Baraboo, Wisconsin

hthompson@savingcranes.org




Announcements

Silent auction items needed!

Please consider donating an item or an experience to our silent auction, which will be held at the 17" North
American Crane Workshop in Rockport this December! Proceeds support our student travel awards. We will
collect items throughout the event for our final bidding to be held at our 9 December banquet.

Proceedings still available

The Proceedings of the 16th North American Crane Workshop are available here!

They are available as downloadable files from the North American Crane Working Group website
(www.nacwg.org). Hardcopies of the complete proceedings can also be purchased if preferred.

Cranes in the News

Click the hyperlinks to learn more

ICF Statement Regarding ESA Changes

Louisiana’s nonmigratory population has record breeding season

Behind the Scenes at the Freeport-McMoRan Audubon Species Survival Center’s

Crane Rearing Facility

Ohio’s 2026 Sandhill Crane Count Results

USFWS Whooping Crane Wintering Estimate

4 chicks from Wisconsin join the eastern migratory Whooping Crane population
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Cranes in the News

Click the hyperlinks to learn more

Critical Whooping Crane habitat largely saved from wildfire, Parks Canada says

It’s open season for the Sandhill Crane in parts of Quebec

8 Fascinating Facts About the Whooping Crane, the Tallest Bird in North America

Why Whooping Crane Chicks Are Raised by People Dressed Like Cranes

Whooping Crane Migration in Crosshairs as Trump Policies Collide

Springtime invasives; Wild turkeys in WI;: Whooping Crane population update

‘Magic every time’ Sandhill Crane knowledge and appreciation

Canada wildfire nears Whooping Crane nests, raising fears for species’ comeback

‘Conservation success story’: Whooping Crane makes appearance in Alberta

Sandhill Crane Gets Aggressive to Scare Yellowstone Grizzly Away From Nest




Pedaling the Whooper Highway

Andrew Caven, Director of Central Flyway Program, International Crane Foundation

Mike Forsberg and | recently “Pedaled the Whooper Highway” with several goals in mind. All the applied sci-
ence, remote sensing data, and agricultural data have highlighted an alarming rate of grassland and tempo-
rary wetland loss within the Great Plains of North America through which the Central Flyway and the Whoop-
ing Crane migration corridor move. However, we wanted to really understand the condition of the flyway ex-
perientially. For that reason, we undertook the wild idea of riding over 2,400 miles on bicycles to take in that
flyway at a pace at which we could actually process it. It is certainly one thing to ride in a vehicle traversing
the area at 70 miles per hour. However, at the pace of a bicycle, you can truly see the landscape around you,
but you can also smell, hear, and occasionally taste it. We wanted to feel the weight of migration and the dis-
tance between remnant patches of prairie and wetland. There were times we went more than 20 miles with-
out seeing a single grassland or wetland. Not only have we lost a lot of grassland and wetland habitat from
conversion to industrial row crop agriculture, as well as residential, energy, and industrial development,
much of what remains has also been denuded by poor water management, invasive species, and woody en-

croachment.

The Central Flyway is not just important to Whooping Cranes, it is also important to a wide range of migrato-
ry avifauna, pollinators, and terrestrial wildlife such as ungulates that migrate seasonally. We have lost more
than 50% of the grassland birds and nearly 40% of the shorebirds from this region in the last 30 years for a
reason, and that reason is habitat loss and degradation. If | am honest, the center portion of the Whooping
Crane migratory corridor and the Central Flyway were in worse shape than | expected. | have not spent a lot
of time in the rural portions of the Dakotas in recent years. However, | went to high school and college there.
In the last couple decades, the rate of grassland loss was staggering, and much of what remained was domi-
nated by exotic grasses like smooth brome (Bromus inermis). In the southern part of the migration corridor
such as Oklahoma, we had more native grass cover, but the grasslands were highly invaded by eastern redce-

dar (Juniperus virginiana).

So, we rode and collected data, including plant and bird surveys daily in one of the first prairies or wetlands
we encountered each morning. However, we also stopped and talked with folks about Whooping Cranes.
More importantly, we also stopped and listened to them. So many folks wanted to tell us the story of their
small rural town, which inevitably used to be more, have more people, have more young people, and more
jobs. However, as farming has become more industrial and larger, and ranching has become increasingly
challenging, often not receiving the level of institutional support that the heavily subsidized row-crop agricul-
ture industry does, the jobs have disappeared and so have the people. Also, far too often, especially in the
southern Plains, we are mining groundwater to feed this unsustainable land conversion.




A group of experts working on the Whooping Crane recovery plan recently agreed that the most threatened
portion of the Whooping Crane’s range is its migratory corridor. It is no wonder, then, that other species that
also need to traverse this region are suffering large declines, such as the Monarch Butterfly, which is a candi-
date for listing under the Endangered Species Act. There will be a documentary about this trip coming out
that will be directed by Carlee Koehler Moates of the Platte Basin Timelapse project. Additionally, | will be
presenting our scientific findings at the North American Crane Working Group. | know Mike has some great
ideas that involve developing artwork and storytelling from the project.

We certainly feel that adventure storytelling has a role to play in telling the story of the Central Flyway, be-
cause if we don’t reach more people, we are not going to solve this problem. If people don’t know, they can’t
care; if they don’t care, they won’t take action; and the Central Flyway needs our help, or the population
gains Whooping Cranes have made in the last half century could ultimately be at risk. You could take that
statement as hyperbolic, but after riding the whole corridor, | don’t see it that way. With the loss of habitat,
more waterbirds depend on fewer habitats in migration, the network of sites becomes even more con-
strained during a drought, and that is when large congregations of birds can come together in a limited space
and face risks from disease (e.g., Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza; HPAI) as well as natural (e.g., tornado)
and manmade disasters (e.g., oil pipeline burst). We have had >100 Whooping Cranes (~20% of the popula-
tion) on a single wetland on several occasions at this point and the first confirmed cases of HPAI in wild
Whooping Cranes appeared in such contexts. So, conservation in the Central Flyway specifically targeted to-
ward Whooping Cranes is essential, here, now, and into the foreseeable future.

Links to Podcasts:

OKAY, BUT...BIRDS: E40 OKAY, BUT...CRANES!

The Camera Cafe Show: Pedaling the Whooper Highway: Mike Forsberg & Andy Caven

North Dakota Outdoors Podcast: Ep. 102—Pedaling the Whooper Highway

Other Links:

Whooping Crane Chronicles: Pedaling the Whooper Highway

Platte Basin Timelapse
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Regional Reports

Update on the Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes

Nicki Gordon, Whooping Crane Biologist, International Crane Foundation

Current Population Size and Status

As of 1 September 2026, the estimated population size is 64 individuals (32 females, 25 males, 7 unknown).
Eighteen of these 64 individuals are wild-hatched and the rest are captive-reared. To the best of our
knowledge, there are at least 60 birds in Wisconsin. The remaining birds’ locations have not been con-
firmed in the last month. Their last known locations (in the past month) are on the map below.

Whooping Crane Locations 1 September 2026
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Regional Reports continued

2026 Nesting Season

There were 14 pairs and 20 nests (14 first nests, 6 renests). Ten nests hatched and produced 11 chicks, four
of which fledged and are still alive as of 1 September. Of the remaining 10 nests, two were predated, one by
coyote and one by raccoon, one nest was abandoned for unknown reasons, two failed for unknown reasons,
three were abandoned due to black flies, and eggs were collected from two nests as part of forced renesting
due to black fly disturbance. In total, we collected 17 eggs to be raised in human care for release, including
three from forced renesting, four from abandoned nests, and 10 from partial clutch collection. This year’s
nests were located in Juneau, Green Lake, Adams, St. Croix, and Portage Counties, in Wisconsin.
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Nest camera photo of chick W8-26 with parent 67-15 in Green Lake County.



Regional Reports continued

Louisiana Whooping Crane Update

Eva Szyszkoski, Biologist, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Reproduction

The 2026 nesting season wrapped up on 2 June 2026 with 27 confirmed nests by 20 pairs in 7 parishes
(Acadia, Allen, Avoyelles, Calcasieu, Cameron, Jefferson Davis, and Vermilion) in central and southwestern
Louisiana. This included 20 first, 6 second, and 1 third nesting attempt. An additional possible nest (crane IDs
not confirmed; neither bird trackable) was observed during one tracking flight in the White Lake WCA marsh,
but no evidence of eggs was found after nest completion.

A minimum of 49 eggs were produced in 2026. Thirty-eight eggs were confirmed fertile, of which 10 died pri-
or to hatch (5 early dead, 1 mid-dead, 4 late dead) and 28 hatched. Twenty-five chicks were visually con-
firmed, while 3 were determined to have hatched based on evidence found at the nest, supported by the
timing of known nest activity. All chicks hatched in the wild to their biological parents. The remaining 11 eggs
were either collected intact and confirmed non-viable, disappeared, or were broken at the nest. Although
some eggs still contained dead embryos, the percentage of fertile eggs that died prior to full-term incubation
was substantially lower than in previous years. In 2026, 26% of known fertile eggs were confirmed dead,
compared to an annual average of 52% during 2021-2025 (range: 41-62%).

Of the 28 chicks that hatched in the wild, 10 ultimately survived to fledge, including two sets of siblings. Six
of the eight pairs that successfully fledged a chick in 2026 had previously fledged at least one chick in the
past, one pair had hatched a chick in 2025 that disappeared at a young age, and the remaining pair had no
previous chick rearing experience.

One pair nested on a farm levee for their third attempt (reported in the previous issue), and successfully
hatched both eggs. Unfortunately, both chicks disappeared when they were approximately 3 weeks old. This
pair successfully fledged a chick during their first year nesting together in 2018, but has not been able to re-

peat that success.
Injury

Three-year old female L2-23 was reported with an injury to her left leg on the evening of 19 May in Jefferson
Davis Parish. Due to a lack of improvement, combined with harassment by neighboring cranes, she was cap-
tured and transported to the Freeport-McMoRan Audubon Species Survival Center in New Orleans on 24
May, where it was determined that she was most likely suffering from a venomous snake bite. She has since
recovered from the initial injury but is still being treated for a bumblefoot lesion and is expected to be suita-
ble for release later this fall. She and her mate, an unbanded, wild-hatched male, had nested for the first
time this spring and successfully hatched both of their eggs, but both chicks disappeared before they were 2
weeks old.



Regional Reports continued

Male L23-16 with offspring LW7-26 & LW8-16, and potential new mate, female L6-15, in Vermilion Parish on 26 Au-
gust. The mother of the chicks (L3-17) was last seen shortly after they were confirmed hatched, and was missing by

the next sighting after the chicks had reached fledging age. Photo by Eva Szyszkoski/LDWF.

Mortalities

Mortalities from April through 22 September 2026 included one yearling male, one wild-fledged juvenile,
and one two-year-old female in Vermilion Parish; one yearling female in Rapides Parish; and one 11-year-
old male in Acadia Parish, who was a member of a breeding pair. Additionally, two long-term missing
cranes (female L1-12 and male LW1-18) were removed from the population totals.

Current Population Size

As of 23 September 2026, the Louisiana non-migratory population consisted of a maximum of 80 individu-
als (34 males, 32 females, 14 unknown). Estimated distribution included 76 individuals in Louisiana, 1 cur-
rently being rehabilitated and 3 long-term missing.



Regional Reports continued

a5

Two-year-old wild-hatched male LW4-24 (dancing) partway through molt with an unbanded, wild-hatched individual in
Vermilion Parish in June. Photo by Eva Szyszkoski/LDWF.
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Supporting the Louisiana Nonmigratory Population of Whooping Cranes
Through Library Programs

Brittney Palode, Outreach Specialist, International Crane Foundation
Irvin Louque, Outreach Coordinator, International Crane Foundation

As Louisiana’s Whooping Crane population grows, threats such as poaching have slowed their recov-

ery. Since 5 of 6 the poaching convictions have involved perpetrators under the age of 26, reaching local
youth is a priority for protecting Whooping Cranes. Libraries have proven to be effective partners in our
efforts to reach area youth since most parishes in the range have numerous libraries and libraries are always
in search of partners to add to their summer reading programs. The goals of our library programs are to
bring awareness of Whooping Cranes to children and their parents in communities where Whooping Cranes
nest and allow us to nurture connections between Whooping Cranes and the community.

We have created several programs catered toward different age groups within the parishes that Whooping
Cranes are more likely to be seen. Each program aims to teach the participants what a Whooping Crane is,
how wetlands support Whooping Cranes, and emphasize crane behaviors like dancing that connect partici-
pants emotionally to cranes. Our programs are presented using a variety of media, with story books,
slideshows, videos, visual images, physical objects, interactive games, and hands-on crafts.
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We completed a small pilot program in 2023 to test the idea of collaborating with local libraries to reach chil-
dren with fun, interactive programs. We completed 16 programs, reaching 288 children. We received great

feedback and interest in cranes from participants and their parents, as well as many libraries offering to have
us return in the future. Due to the positive feedback, we began to expand and update our programs.

Since our pilot, the number of programs each year has grown, and we’ve focused on evaluating the effective-
ness of the program through post-program surveys for adults in attendance. These surveys allowed us to ask
the adults about the quality of the program, knowledge learned about Whooping Cranes, and their attitudes
towards Whooping Cranes. In the summer of 2024, we completed 29 programs, reaching 510 children and
277 adults. During 2024, we had 21 surveys completed. 100% of participants rated the program as 5 stars,
the highest rating. 70% of participants answered all 6 knowledge-based questions correctly, and 93% indi-
cated positive attitudes towards Whooping Cranes. In 2025, we completed 38 programs, reaching 450 chil-
dren and 287 adults. We had 62 surveys completed, with 15% of participants having attended one of our
library programs before. 78% of participants answered all 6 knowledge-based questions correctly, and 95%
indicated positive attitudes towards Whooping Cranes. In 2026, we completed 50 programs, reaching 534
children and 337 adults. We had 44 surveys completed, with 27% of participants having attended one of our
library programs before. 85% of participants answered all 6 knowledge-based questions correctly, and 93%
indicated positive attitudes towards Whooping Cranes.
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Our post-program surveys show that there has been a gradual increase in retained Whooping Crane
knowledge and an overall positive attitude towards Whooping Cranes from participants. Survey comments
have helped us improve programs for the next year. A few challenges we encountered included the short
period in which we had to complete all summer library programs and the space and equipment limitations of
some libraries. To address these challenges, we started to offer summer programs during May, since most
schools are out for summer towards the beginning of the month and families are looking for something to
do. We have had success with our May programs and have also scheduled several programs on the same
day within the same parish, allowing us to fit more programs into our schedule. To assist libraries that have
limited space and equipment, we have completed programs at community centers or churches in the com-
munity that have offered up their space. We have brought in our own equipment if needed, allowing us to
provide rural areas with the same opportunity to learn about Whooping Cranes. We believe that our flexibil-
ity has been key to the success of our programs and will continue to meet the libraries where they are. We
will continue to improve and expand our library programs and hope that everyone we reach through our pro-
grams will be protectors and voices of Whooping Cranes in the future.
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Meet the wild-hatched chicks joining the Eastern Migratory Population of
Whooping Cranes

Hillary Thompson, Director of Whooping Crane Reintroductions, International Crane Foundation

We are excited to announce there are four new Whooping Cranes flying around the wetlands of Wisconsin!
In spring, Whooping Cranes returned to their home marshes, piled vegetation high to build their nests, and
carefully laid eggs on top. They incubated their eggs for about a month, and then out hatched fuzzy little
Whooping Crane chicks! This year there were 14 pairs who nested in Wisconsin, 10 of which had at least one
egg hatch. There were 11 chicks who hatched between early May and early June, and later this summer, 4 of
them grew big enough to be able to fly. We call this fledging, when cranes can sustain flight, making it easier
to evade predators or travel to new areas to find food. Whooping Crane chicks grow quickly, about an inch
per day, and typically reach this milestone around 80 days of age.

Whooping Cranes in Wisconsin are a part of the Eastern Migratory Population, a reintroduced population
that began with the first cohort of cranes reared under human care in 2001. During the past 25 years, we
have learned a lot about reintroducing cranes and what they need to thrive in a new landscape. As of this
year, there are about 65 cranes in the population, who migrate from the breeding grounds in Wisconsin to
the wintering grounds spanning between Indiana and Florida. We are still releasing juvenile cranes that were
reared under human care every fall and monitoring how they do in the wild after release. One thing we’ve
learned through our research is that it is important for adults to get chick-rearing experience, so they are
more successful raising chicks in the future. Once they learn how to find good quality habitat, catch nutri-
tious food, and keep watch for predators, they can pass this information on to the next generation. This
year, we had about 36% of the chicks that hatch in the wild make it to fledging, which is the highest fledging
rate we’ve seen in the population in 20 years! There has only been one year that there have been more
chicks reach fledging (in 2018 there were 6 chicks). We are very excited to welcome these four new wild-
hatched Whooping Cranes to the Eastern Migratory Population!

Meet the Cranes!

W1-26 hatched in Green Lake County, near White River Marsh, to Mom 10-15 and Dad 4-13. This was the
first time this pair fledged a chick! Both parents were raised by costumed caretakers and released at White
River Marsh. They have been nesting together since 2019, and have hatched chicks a handful of times, so we
were pleased to see their chick fledge this year. W1-26 hatched on May 6th and fledged in late July. By Au-
gust they were exploring more areas along the river and starting to forage in new habitats, while still return-
ing to the marsh where they hatched at night for safety. Our team banded W1-26 this summer, so they have
a transmitter that will tell us more about where they fly next, and where this family decides to spend the
winter. Our bet is they will make their way down to Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge in Alabamal!
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Photo: 10-15, 4-13, W1-26 taken on 10 July 2026 by Beverly Paulan

W2-26 hatched in Portage County, to Mom W1-19 and Dad 1-17. This pair has been on a roll lately, as they
fledged a chick last year too! W1-19 has a “W” in front of her ID number because she herself hatched in the
wild. She must have taken good notes from her parents, since she and her mate have become great parents
themselves. They nested for the first time in 2022, and they fledged a chick on the first try! They were also
the only pair to fledge a chick last year, so they have really gotten the hang of finding safe places to raise
chicks with good food resources. Like W1-26, W2-26 also hatched on May 6" and fledged in late July. We
have not banded this chick yet, so it is harder to keep track of where they go, but we hope to see them on
the wintering grounds with their parents later this year, maybe in southern Indiana or northern Alabama!

Photo: W2-26, 1-17 taken on 17 June 2026 by Dan Toftum
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W?7-26 hatched on May 31, at Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Juneau County, to Mom W14-19 and
Dad 2-04. W7-26's mom, W14-19, also hatched in the wild, and actually not too far away from where she
nests now. Her parents are two of the oldest birds in the population (23 and 21 years old) and are still
nesting themselves! W7-26's dad, 2-04, is also one of the oldest birds in the population, at 22 years old! He
nested for the first time in 2010, and has nested with 4 different mates over the years. After his long-time
mate disappeared, he re-paired with W14-19 in 2023. Male 2-04 fledged two chicks with his previous mate,
but this is the first time he and W14-19 have fledged one together. We’re excited to see his years of experi-
ence pay off! This summer, W7-26 fledged at a young age, much earlier than we expected. We are curious if
that could be due to lots of nutritious food available in their territory, or maybe nice open habitat to stretch
their wings. Much of our ongoing research is focused on wild-hatched chicks, where they go, what they eat,
or what behaviors their parents show, all in an effort to understand what cranes need to thrive in Wisconsin.
This particular pair usually migrates to Kentucky, so we are looking forward to seeing this little one soar
down there this fall!

W10-26, our youngest fledged chick, hatched this spring to one of our newest pairs! Mom 3-14 and Dad 4-14,
both hatched in 2014 and were costume-reared at White River Marsh. They both were paired with different
cranes but unfortunately lost their mates last year. They each spent the winter alone, and upon returning to
the breeding grounds, they found each other and got right to nesting! W10-26 hatched on June 5™ at White
River Marsh, where they have been spending the summer eating whatever critters and wetland treats they
can find. Our team banded W10-26 in August, and by the end of the month they had fledged! This is the first
time W10-26's dad has fledged a chick, but Mom 3-14 actually fledged a chick with her previous mate in the
same exact territory. She certainly knows all the good spots to look for food, find safety from predators, and
teach her chicks about life in the wild. We are very curious to see where this new family will go this winter,
since the parents previously wintered in different places. We’'ll see who makes the decision about the best
place to spend the winter!

We are excited to welcome these new Whooping Cranes to the population, and we hope they will continue
to do well in the months and years to come. Please help us in supporting the population by sharing this great
news with your friends and neighbors and following along with their stories on our website and social media.
If you’re lucky enough to see a Whooping Crane in the wild, please observe them from a safe distance, and
let us know about your sighting! Every sighting helps us learn about the population and monitor their survival
and successes. You can report your sightings to us at bandedcranes.org. Finally, consider supporting the In-
ternational Crane Foundation’s reintroduction efforts through membership or donations or attending an ICF
event. You can always support Whooping Cranes by advocating for the protection of endangered species and
their habitats. We hope that by working together we can continue to see Whooping Cranes thrive in the wet-
lands they call home.



Cranes and Energy Working Group

Sara Gomez-Maier, Executive Program Assistant—North America Program, International
Crane Foundation

Have you heard about the Cranes and Energy Working Group? This group is a cross-cutting collaboration of
professionals working to reduce the impacts of energy infrastructure on migrating, breeding, and wintering
birds worldwide. As global energy demand continues to grow, the footprint of both traditional fossil fuel
development and rapidly expanding renewable energy infrastructure is increasing across landscapes used
by cranes and other avifauna. While renewable energy is essential for addressing climate change, both con-
ventional and renewable energy projects can pose risks to wildlife if they are not properly sited, managed,
or mitigated.

The Working Group’s vision is that energy development, particularly renewable energy, is implemented in
the right places in ways that minimize impacts on biodiversity while supporting climate resilience. Cranes
serve as a globally recognized umbrella species, helping identify, protect, and sustain important ecological
landscapes. The group works at the intersection of conservation science, energy planning, and policy in an
effort to proactively guide development toward lower-risk locations through science-based planning, map-
ping, policy coordination, and stakeholder engagement.

Addressing these challenges will require new levels of collaboration across conservation organizations, in-
dustry partners, and governmental agencies. Recognizing this need, members from around the world come
together to exchange lessons learned across a diversity of regulatory, ecological, and social contexts. By
sharing experiences and knowledge, the group aims to promote approaches that are adaptable to local cir-
cumstances while grounded in broadly applicable best practices.

The Cranes and Energy Working Group was established to foster this global exchange and now convenes
one to three times each year. Coordinated by Andrew Caven and Sara Gomez-Maier of the International
Crane Foundation, the group includes participants from a wide range of institutions, sectors, and geographic
regions. Its primary objectives are to improve coordination among practitioners, facilitate knowledge shar-
ing, and develop general best practices for reducing energy-related risks to cranes across a variety of con-
texts.

Current efforts focus on compiling globally informed guidance for energy siting, mitigation, and policy coor-
dination related to wind energy, solar energy, transmission lines, battery storage, and associated infrastruc-
ture. Through this work, the group hopes to strengthen communication among institutions, share lessons
learned, and support more informed decision-making that benefits both energy development and crane
conservation.

If you’re interested in joining and contributing to the Cranes and Energy Working Group, please contact Sara
Gomez-Maier at sgomezmaier@savingcranes.org.
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Upcoming Events

Guided Whooping Crane Walks at Horicon & Necedah National Wildlife Refuges

Horicon National Wildlife Refuge: Thursday 8 October 2026
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge: Wednesday 21 October 2026

31st Annual CraneFest

Where: Bellevue, Michigan
When: Saturday, 10 October & Sunday, 11 October 2026

Sandhill Crane Saturdays

Where: Sandhill Crane Viewing Tower at Jasper-Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Area in Medaryville, IN
When: Saturdays from 5:30PM—7:30PM ET beginning 17 October through 19 December 2026
31 October and 28 November 2026 are excluded

Whooping Cranes in the EMP—Presentation with the Robert Cooper Audubon Society

Where: Ball State University Nature Lab (2500 W. University Ave., Muncie, IN) or via Zoom
When: Wednesday 21 October 2026 from 7:00PM—8:30PM ET

Good Neighbor Day

Where: Crane Discovery Center at ICF Headquarters in Baraboo, WI

When: Saturday, 24 October 2026 from 9:00AM—5:00PM CT

Crane Discovery Center Closing Day

Where: Crane Discovery Center at ICF Headquarters in Baraboo, WI

When: Saturday, 31 October 2026 from 9:00AM—5:00PM CT

Lodi Sandhill Crane Festival

Where: Lodi, California

When: Friday, 6 November—Sunday, 8 November 2026
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Upcoming Events

White Lake Whooper Walks

Where: White Lake Wetlands Conservation Area in Gueydan, Louisiana

When: 7 November & 12 December 2026; 30 January, 13 February & 13 March 2027

Whooper Wednesday Walks at Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area

Where: Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area Visitor Center in Linton, IN
When: Wednesdays at 8:00AM ET from 11 November 2026—24 February 2027

25 November, 9 December, and 30 December 2026 are excluded

Great Midwest Crane Fest

Where: ICF Headquarters and Aldo Leopold Foundation in Baraboo, WI
When: Saturday, 14 November 2026 & Sunday, 15 November 2026 from 8:30AM—4:30PM CT

Festival of the Cranes

Where: Socorro, New Mexico

When: Wednesday, 2 December—Saturday 5 December 2026

17th North American Crane Workshop

Where: Rockport, Texas
When: Monday, 7 December—Thursday, 10 December 2026

Marsh Madness Festival

Where: Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area in Linton, IN
When: Friday, 19 February & Saturday, 20 February 2027

30th Annual Whooping Crane Festival

Where: Port Aransas, Texas

When: 25-28 February 2027
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You are invited to join the North American Crane Working Group
Membership is based on a calendar year.

Dues: Student $10; Active $20; Sustaining $30; Other >$30

Name:

Address:

City: State/Province: Zip/Postal Code:

Country:

Email: (required to receive the newsletter)

Phone: ( )

Become a member online at www.nacwg.org or mail completed form and check (USS payable to NACWG) to:

Stephanie Schmidt, International Crane Foundation, E11376 Shady Lane Rd, Baraboo, WI 53913, USA

Board of Directors
President: Hillary Thompson
Vice President: Andy Caven
Treasurer: Stephanie Schmidt
Secretary: Rebecca Grieser
Board Members: David Aborn
Antonio Cantu
Eva Szyszkoski
Glenn Olsen
Megan Brown 15
Jeannie van Vianen
Webmaster: Richard Urbanek

The Unison Call is published semi-annually by the NACWG; Eva Szyszkoski & Sara Gomez-Maier, Editors

The Unison Call is a forum to share news, updates, and opinions. It is published twice annually by the North American Crane
Working Group, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization incorporated in Wisconsin. Electronic (PDF) versions of past issues of the
newsletter can be downloaded free of charge from our website (www.nacwg.org). The views expressed in The Unison Call are
those of the individual authors and do not necessarily represent the positions of the NACWG. Comments and contributions are
always welcome; please send to Eva Szyszkoski (eszyszkoski@wlf.la.gov) and/or Sara Gomez-Maier

(sgomezmaier@savingcranes.org).
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