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TheNorth American Crane Working Groug pleased to announce the opening of its web
site atwww.nacwg.orgrhe webmaster is Richard Urbanek. Richard will pdating the

site over the coming months. He can be reachadlaanek@tds.nétou are also invited

to visit the web site of thé&/est Coast Crane Working Groapwww.wccwg.nacwg.org

We want to acknowledge and thank The Internati@mahe Foundation for hosting our
web sites on their server and give special thamk¥orn Moore for making it happen.

Thomas J Hoffmann, Treasurer

North American Crane Working Group
thoffmann@hoffmanns.com
206-286-8607

It's Dues Time! Please send your completed membership form (sdaghpage of this
newsletter) along with your payment to Thomas Haifim

The Mississippi Sandhill Crane NWR is featuredhe tThis Land” segment of the
December 2003 issue Bfatural History

Don’t miss “Cranes” by Jennifer Ackerman in the ARO04 issue oNational
Geographit This issue also includes an illustrated map o baigration routes (Eastern
& Western hemispheres).

Don’t miss the new PBSatureepisode featuring the trials and triumphs of th&t ftlass
of whoopers in the Eastern Migratory Whooping CrReetroduction project!

REGIONAL REPORTS

FLORIDA NON-MIGRATORY WHOOPING CRANE REINTRODUCTION
PROJECT



As of 21 January 2004 we monitored 72 birds (moeeadive but are not trackable). We
identified 17 pairs. The 2 chicks that fledged tfear remained with their parents. This
winter (December 2003) we soft-released 8 chicklaaPruitt Ranch in Lake County
and will release another 8 chicks in February.

Since our last report, another whooping crane diggbwer line collision in Lake
County, near the site of the last collision. We migh the owners of the power line
(Progress Energy) and they placed visibility maskar those lines in the vicinity of the
problem area. These mortalities are the firstwelve documented involving a high-
voltage transmission line - other collisions toedaave been with smaller, local lines.

Ouir first fledged chick, “Lucky”, hatched in 2008dabecame independent of his parents
in January 2003. During the 2nd half of 2003 Luskgnt much of his time with last
winter’s release bird that had broken its leg (hadled). Those 2 and the other release-
birds from last winter spent most of their timehint5 miles of the release site.

In April we had trans-located a male (1999 hatoh)ake County where he quickly
paired up with a female (1996 hatch) and even dmdesnest-building during the 2003
breeding season. This pair remained together andln@ady been observed doing some
nest building behavior very early for this seasohr{stmas Day 2003)!

Since our last update, perhaps the most note-wtinthyg is the number of captures that
were made. During that time our capture rate wgkdrithan ever before, with a total of
21 birds caught. Most (12) were caught using ctapd. During 3 clap-trap events, we
caught 3 birds simultaneously. Two of these mudtiphptures were the families that
fledged chicks this year. This enabled us to gatdmitters on the new chicks that will
allow us to track them after their independencenftheir parents.



Fig.1. Pair 463/512 eats from a clap-trap set-up25s the female that spent the
summer of 2000 in Michigan (Florida marshes wermpletely dry that year).
Photo by Steve Baynes.

Most captures were for the routine replacementasfsmitters and for health checks.
However, 2 individuals were trans-located to néaeowhooping cranes with the hopes
of success like we saw with bird 926. Also, 3 bindth health issues were captured in
order to examine/treat them. A 1994-hatch fematkdrainjured left wing. We captured
her and Dr. Marilyn Spalding treated the wing fipe bird recovered and is flight-
capable. Another bird, one that was released lagewy was captured when it was
exhibiting secretive behavior and was drooping wimg. The bird did not require
treatment and it recovered shortly thereaftes fiossible that these 2 birds tangled with
barbed-wire fences. A third bird was captured itleotto remove a rubber ring from its
bill.

Blood samples taken at the time of capture allousgetb monitor a number of health
parameters, perhaps the most important of whithféstious Bursal Disease (IBD).
High mortality of newly-released birds in winter®02002 was associated with this
disease. Virtually nothing is known about IBD indvbirds. Last fall, Marilyn Spalding
reported: “Two batches of serum from Florida cramaesl three from International Crane
Foundation, and one from Patuxent have been swdahtitDr. Holly Sellers at the



University of Georgia for infectious bursal dise&ssting. Positive samples have been
found at all locations, and include samples coflddtom the high mortality event in
Florida cranes in 1998. The investigation is ongdiMarilyn’s findings suggest that
some mortality in the past may have been associdgtadhis disease. Bobcats may have
been the “proximate” cause of death but IBD mayehaeen the “ultimate” reason for
their mortality.

Prior to quarantine in captivity, this winter’'s avhthat was released in December
showed evidence of exposure to IBD (high bloodgite half of the birds). However, by
the time of shipment to Florida their titers hadr@ased to a level thought to be safe for
shipment and subsequent soft-release. To learn abanat IBD, this winter we are
collecting blood from wild turkeys and from sentishickens caged near the release site.
This spring we will also collect blood from sandileiiane chicks.

Marty Folk, Kissimmee, FL and Steve Nesbitt, Gaiitles FL

Fig. 2. Pair 591/369 and their fledged chick, phtaken 12 January 2004. At 10
months of age, from a distance the chick appeaemasdult. The only brown
feathers left are scattered on the head and nelc&td?by Marty Folk.

GREAT LAKES

2002 Fall Sandhill Crane Census--Many thanks to &emumann (U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, retired) for his many years as Fall Cei@usrdinator. Len attempted to
continue the coordinated count, but due to lagiasficipation by some key cooperators,
there was no completed count for 2002. Sean Kell$ (Fish and Wildlife Service, Twin
Cities, Minn.) will assume coordination duties fature counts. Jim Bergens reported
14,873 sandhill cranes at Jasper-Pulaski Fish aitdlif#& Area (J-P), Indiana, on the
coordinated count date, 30 October. Peak counPatvds a record 34,629 on 26
November.



2003 Fall Sandhill Crane Census--The count at d-8he coordinated count date, 31
October, was 15,262. Two peak counts, with smallenbers in between, were 24,619
on 18 December and 21,735 on 25 November. Foud eflfboping cranes in the
reintroduced eastern migratory flock also passealtih J-P during fall migration.

Richard P. Urbanek, Necedah, Wisconsin/Crystal Rivierida

MISSISSIPPI

During the 2003 nesting season, over 100 areassearehed with 22 nests recorded
from 17 pairs. Three areas were used for thetfirst. The Wet Cell #2 CNA was used
again for first time since 1991. Three chicks fled@nd still survive.

A breeding male died from a power line collisiomrde HY2001 cranes died, all of
unknown cause. Twenty-nine people participatethénAutumn Crane Count observing
80 different cranes.

In the 24th year of restocking, three captive-réa@horts totaling 14 birds were
transferred from ACRES to the refuge in Novembef i@teased in December. One
group was placed in a new release site in thedvirat Pond. A third cohort with nine
birds total from ACRES and White Oak was transféteethe Fontainebleau Pen in
January.

The refuge Biological Review was postponed again Eebruary 2004.

Scott Hereford, Gautier, MS

WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK WHOOPING CRANE UPDATE

Whooping Crane Breeding Grounds

At least 61 pairs nested during the 2003 breed#aga@n. Habitat Conditions in the park
and surrounding area were near normal at the timesiing. At least 45 chicks
successfully hatched and a minimum of 28 of thoseised to fledging age. One pair
was even able to raise 2 young to fledging age.pHiewith the 2 young was the
Lobstick pair that nests along Lobstick Creek judiside of Wood Buffalo National
Park. The male of this pair is one of our oldesiwn birds at 25 years of age. He was
originally banded as a chick back in 1978.

Whooping Cranes Summering Outside the Breeding @®su

Two pairs and a single summered south of the bngedinge. One of the pairs and a
single were in south-central Saskatchewan, whaeother pair spent the summer in
British Columbia. This was the first confirmed digly of whooping cranes in B.C.

These B.C. cranes were first seen on the Fraser Rear Prince George on June 30 and



over the next 2 months moved east along the roveeir McBride adjacent to Mount
Robson Provincial Park.

Whooping Crane Fall Migration

Only 3 of the 25 family groups that arrived on thiatering grounds were sighted in
Saskatchewan during fall migration. The pair with 2 young arrived at their traditional
fall staging area on Sept. 29 and remained thetie@ctober 17. On the morning of Oct.
17 they continued migration. The next time theyevasen was 8 days later (October 25)
and 3000 kilometres further south on their winggritory at Aransas. Sandhill Crane
hunting was restricted at 5 locations in Saskatemeslue to the presence of Whooping
Cranes.

Brian Johns, Canadian Wildlife Service, Saskat@askatchewan

NOTES FROM THE FIELD

UPDATE ON EASTERN MIGRATORY WHOOPING CRANE
REINTRODUCTION

Spring Wandering Period 2008ike the previous year, most of the whooping cranes
moved about central and southern Wisconsin afterpbeting spring migration and
before settling on their summer home ranges. There two main regions used during
this period: the core reintroduction area in Cdnaconsin, and, secondarily, the area
along the Lower Wisconsin River in southwestern abissin.

Summer 20030f the 21 birds in the eastern migratory populgtRhwere monitored.

All of the 8 males summered in the core reintroduncarea in Central Wisconsin. Of the
12 females, 5 that were associated with males suethe the core reintroduction area.
Another summered in Central Wisconsin but nortthefcore reintroduction area, and
the other 6 were widely distributed in Horicon NWHRsoutheastern Wisconsin (1),
northwestern lllinois (1), southeastern Minnesada &nd northeastern South Dakota (3).
All whooping cranes that enter the Central Flywes @nsidered fully endangered, even
those from the eastern migratory flock, which eseified as an experimental non-
essential population in the states in and adjacetfite Wisconsin-to-Florida migration
route. The presence of the latter birds in Soutkobatherefore generated concerns that
resulted in direction for their removal and tramdfack to Wisconsin. Unfortunately, 1
bird developed capture myopathy and in a few dayddcnot stand. After unsuccessful
treatment efforts, she was euthanized. After releasNecedah NWR, the other 2 birds
translocated from South Dakota moved to the Miggis®River in northeastern lowa,
where they remained until fall migration.

Fall Staging 2003All 20 remaining birds were found. The 9 males @raf the females
staged in the core reintroduction area in Centrlcdhsin, the majority on Necedah
NWR. The other 4 females staged at their late sunhmeations in Horicon NWR,
northeastern lowa, and northwestern lllinois.



One- and two-year-old whooping cranes during fediging at Necedah NWR,
2003. Photo courtesy of Richard Urbanek.

Fall Migration 2003-Of 18 whooping cranes with fully functional transters, all
migrated by an approximately direct route towar@sdahowitzka NWR on the Central
Gulf of Florida, 7 November-2 December. Migratidriralividual birds or groups was
completed in 5-23 days of which 4-8 were flight slafyourteen of these birds arrived at
the pen site in saltmarsh on Chassahowitzka, 18e2@mber, before moving to inland
winter locations. Peak count on ChassahowitzkaMdsirds on 30 November. The 2
whooping cranes with malfunctional transmitterseveonfirmed as far south as
Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge, Tennessee, before apfgreontinuing migration farther
south.

Winter 2003/04-Fhe 18 trackable whooping cranes had settled otewiacations in the
following counties of west-central and north Flerioly mid-December: Pasco (9),
Hernando (3), Sumter (2), Suwannee (2), Lake {ig,Madison (1). The latter 2 cranes
were females within large flocks of wintering saifidtranes. The former 16 birds were
on ranchland and were not associated with largdtstflocks. By early January, the 3
birds that had been in Hernando County had retutmée release site on
Chassahowitzka NWR, and 1 of the 2 untrackablesbirds found wintering with
sandhill cranes on Paynes Prairie, Alachua County.

Survival: With the exception of the translocation-related taldy, post-release survival
of the 21 birds in the eastern migratory whoopirane flock was 100% from mid-
January 2002 to mid-January 2004.



Richard P. Urbanek, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Senacel International Crane Foundation,
and Lara E. A. Fondow and Colleen D. Satyshur,rirdggonal Crane Foundation, on
behalf of Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership

PRESS RELEASE

WHOOPING CRANE POPULATION REACHES RECORD HIGH

The tallest bird in North America has somethingcsgdeo "whoop" about. The Aransas
National Wildlife Refuge announced the highest namslof endangered whooping
cranes are wintering in Texas in approximatelyléise 100 years. U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Whooping Crane Coordinator Tom Stehn cotaegla census flight on December
17th and tallied 194 whooping cranes. The currepufation exceeds by six the previous
high of 188 whoopers present in the fall of 1999] by 9 the peak population last
winter.

The increase in numbers is due to very good nestugtion last summer. A record 61
nesting pairs fledged 27 chicks on their nestiraugds in Wood Buffalo National Park,
Canada, as reported by the Canadian Wildlife Servibe young cranes were old
enough to fly by mid-August increasing their alpilib escape from predators and their
survival. The record population of 194 includesy®ting cranes that have completed
their first migration to Texas.

Although the whooping crane population remains egdeed, the comeback of the
species sets a standard for conservation effolt®rth America. The population in
Texas reached a low of only 15 birds in 1941, kefdforts were taken to protect the
species and its habitat. The population has bemnigg at 4 percent annually and
reached 100 birds in 1987. "We were hoping for 200

whooping cranes in the year 2000, but the populatient into a decline for a couple
years before rebounding back to 185 cranes lagewihsaid Mr. Stehn.

The whooping crane population continues to faceyntlareats, including collisions with
power lines in migration, limited genetic variatyjlin the birds themselves, loss of crane
migration habitat, and winter habitat threatenethwass of productivity due to reduced
fresh water inflows and chemical spills.

The only natural wild population of whooping cramests in the Northwest Territories
of Canada in summer and migrate 2,400 miles toewiat the Aransas and Matagorda
Island National Wildlife Refuges and surroundingas.



Photo by Joel Trick, USFWS



Photo by Steve Hillebrand, USFWS

The whooping crane migration starts in mid-Septamabe is usually completed by mid-
December. One adult female whooping crane wasasttkilled during a closed
waterfowl season on November 14th south of Dalkss Ennis, Texas. Charges have
been filed in the case.

The whooping crane winter range stretches out 8vaniles of the Texas coast about 45
miles north of Corpus Christi, Texas. Wintering wpong cranes use salt marsh habitat
foraging primarily for blue crabs. Unlike most otliérd species, whooping cranes are
territorial in both summer and winter and will defieand chase all other whooping
cranes out of their estimated 350-acre territories.

A population census takes up to 8 hours of flymgdver the 55,600 acres of marsh over
a 35-mile stretch of the Texas coast to find al ¢hanes. These flights determine the size
of the total population, locate crane territorigsgd search for any mortalities that may
occur. "Finding every whooping crane every weefjuge a challenge. We have
thousands of other white birds in the marsh inclggelicans and egrets that makes
aerial spotting of cranes more difficult. Also, tranes can move during a census flight
and either not be counted or else be counted tideed Mr. Stehn.

If a disease outbreak should occur affecting thea$dlock, a contingency plan to
reintroduce two additional flocks into the wildimsplace. Since 1993, captive-bred
whooping cranes have been released annually imatéforida. Today, that non-
migratory flock numbers approximately 75 birds. IDgrthe past two years these cranes
demonstrated their maturity by nesting and prodytdmee chicks on their own.

A migratory flock was established starting in 2Q&Ing an ultra light aircraft to teach
the whooping cranes a migration route between Wisicoand Florida. This migratory
flock now numbers 36, with the cranes flying sdi@abeing led on their initial trip
across the eastern U.S. behind the ultralight. ®cehber 8th, sixteen whooping crane



juveniles completed their migration from Wisconkad by ultra light aircraft. The team
of pilots and biologists assigned this task makéhagpWwhooping Crane Eastern
Partnership. The current total North American papah of wild and captive whooping
cranes is 432. For recent updates on whooping cesmowery, go to
www.whoopingcrane.com.

Tom Stehn and Vicki Fox, USFWS

Editor's Note: The Unison Call is a forum to share updates andiops. The articles in
the “Notes from the Field” section are scientiffpdates and are not peer reviewed.
Reviews and opinions included in any section ofrtbesletter are those of the author
and do not represent the views of the NACWG.

The Unison Call is published twice a year, wintenifsg and summer/fall. Membership is
based on a calendar year. All contributions, suies opinions, drawings, photos, and
cartoons are very welcome! Please send newsl&tasito:

SHERYL LEFFER

S70W19250 WENTLAND DR.

MUSKEGO, WI 53150

E-MAIL: sheryl@sigmaxi.org

Deadlines are July 20 and January 20. Please starchation as an emailed Microsoft
Word attachment whenever possible.

Mission of the North American Crane Working Group:

NACWG is an organization of professional biologistgiculturists, land managers,
and other interested individuals dedicated to theservation of cranes and their
habitats in North America.

NACWG:

» Sponsors a North American Crane Workshop evety8ars

* Promulgates technical information including a lmhed Proceedings of a North
American Workshop and a semi-annual newsletter

» Addresses conservation issues affecting crangsher habitats

» Promotes appropriate research on crane consamatid management

* Promotes a better understanding and appreciafioranes and their habitats among
the general public

Please Join The North American Crane Working Group
Membership is based on a calendar year. A memipedstactory is periodically mailed

to members. Check the information for contact infationthat you want printed in the
directory.
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Seattle, WA 98119

Return Address:
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President: Glenn Olsen
Vice-President: Gary Krapu
Secretary: Tracy Grazia
Treasurer: Tom Hoffmann
Felipe Chavez -Ramirez
Marilyn Spalding

Richard Urbanek
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